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THE BISHOPS LETTER ON EDUCATION IN KANSAS

The Constitution of the State of Kansas provides, “The legislature shall provide for intellectual,
educational, vocational and scientific improvement by establishing and maintaining public schools,
educational ingtitutions and related activities....”

Aswe begin anew school year we call attention to this constitutional provision of our state
constitution. Additionally, we urge the respective members of our churches to show support for public
education in Kansas by considering the following:

* There are currently a number of challenges facing public education in our State. We should
take steps to ensure that we are doing al that we can to support and enhance public education and keep
the needs of our children before our elected officials.

* As professional education staff and the genera public come together; each needsto be
prepared to tell the story of how public education has enhanced and supported their daily living.

*We care about public education because many of the participants are members of our
congregations.

*The nurturing of our children beginsin the home and the church, however, as the child grows
education builds on and continues the nurturing which began in the home and the church.

*We believe general education isan integral part of God's creation. It isthrough the coming
together of the nurturing in the home and the church and the teaching in general education that we are
able to demonstrate the uniting of faith and reason. As Bishops we don’t separate faith and reason.

*\We praise God through using our minds.

*Spiritual values lead usto support both public and private education. It isthrough education
that we join knowledge and vital piety.

*Education is the place where we play out the common good for al. All children are to have
the opportunity of achieving their maximum potential.

* Public education makes it possible to build community across the social and economic lines
and divisions created by our society.

Our desireisthat this letter will stimulate thought and discussion among our congregants and
others. Our hopeisthat through that stimulation individua liveswill be elevated and valued. Our
goal isthat the members of our churches will be active participants in the providing of good, well-
grounded, reasoned and civil education for the common good.
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